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Some Methods for Assessing Student Learning 
Remember, assessment centers on obtaining information about what students can do. They should be able 
to demonstrate their knowledge, skills, abilities, and furthermore apply them to realistic tasks.  

Assessment activities need not be graded activities, though they may be. Peer critique/evaluation is 
another option, particularly in courses with large numbers of students. 

Finally, assessment provides information to students as well as the instructor and others tasked with 
improving teaching and learning.  

Common methods of assessment include the following:  

• Tests and exams: Sets of items can provide data as to the extent to which the student has achieved 
particular outcomes/objectives. Also consider giving a pre-post exam to demonstrate “value-
added” learning, to “prime” students to the new material, or to “signpost” what they will be 
expected to do on the actual final exam for the course. 

• Final/capstone projects: Provides students the opportunity to bring all that they have learned 
together and demonstrate it in one final project.  

• Laboratory: Hands-on opportunity to demonstrate or practice skills and knowledge. 

• Rubrics: Provide guidance to students as to what is expected of them for a given graded activity 
as well as providing a methodical way of assigning grades more objectively. 

• Stop-to-check methods: There are a number of techniques you can use to stop and assess student 
understanding at the time you are presenting material to them. Examples include the “minute 
paper” (stop to ask a few questions to test their understanding, collect, and review) or the 
“muddiest point” exercise (what is least clear from the day’s lecture/discussion). Typically, these 
are ungraded and serve to kick off the next lesson, clarifying confusion or reviewing key notions. 
Many such methods are outlined in: Angelo, T. A., & Cross, K. P. (1993). Classroom assessment 
techniques: A handbook for college teachers. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  

• Debates: Assign students to various positions or viewpoints and have them debate the merits, 
argue opposing viewpoints, etc. 

• Games or simulations: Motivate students by putting their abilities to the test and engaging their 
competitive juices. 

• Portfolios: Have students collect work that they have generated/performed throughout the 
semester and present it for a final total portfolio review. Give them the opportunity to improve on 
the original work so as to “shore up” their portfolio.  

• Writing activities: While the “term paper” may be the stereotypical college genre of writing, in 
this day and age, there are other options. Students can reflect in journals, contribute via wikis, 
blog, react to other students’ blogs/postings, compose a “letter to the editor” etc. 

• Internships/volunteering: Get students out in the world and make them directly grapple with and 
apply the principles that are being covered in class. Have them return and report, share, discuss, 
reflect on their experiences. 


